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dictates, but apparently these titles are not intended to have the
significance they carry in parliamentary elections. The City Con-
servative Association with its full-time agent is almost exclusively
concerned with the parliamentary side of the work and only acts in
an advisory capacity to toward associations, each of which selects
its own candidates without any of the elaborate organization which
the Labour party has devised. This party has recently been organized
on a ward basis, and the method of choosing candidates is now as
follows. Each ward asso, iation sends in nominations to the executive
committee of the general council, a body which is composed of
delegates from the wards and representatives from affiliated trade
unions. From the nominations the executive committee draws up a
panel from which the ward association select their candidates. The
selection of the ward has always to be endorsed by the central body
which can, theoretically, itself put up a candidate in any ward, in-
dependently of the ward association. It is obvious that these methods
must encourage much more unit}- among the Labour councillors
than is found among other sections of the council; whether such
organization is necessary or advisable in municipal affairs is a matter
which will not be discussed here.
Public interest in local government.
There are two criteria whereby the value to the people of govern-
mental services may be judged. The first kind is the economic
criterion—the proportion of their income which they are prepared
to pay for the services. We may investigate whether this is abso-
lutely high or low, whether it is rising or falling; such tests are
applied^ the following chapter. But in the case of services publicly
supplied, the application of economic measurements is not at all
simple, for a man cannot decide in absolute freedom how much he
thinks it worth while paying to have the local government services.
True, there have been rate-strikes, and—what is far more important—
many people have, and exercise, a real choice between two or more
local authorities when deciding where to live or set up their business*
comparing both the services provided and the rates charged for these.
In the Survey Area it is probably dearer, owing to the high assess-
ments, to live in the county borough, and some people will have
chosen their residence with this in mind;1 on the other hand, some
will have chosen to live in the county borough owing to the superior
1 But if the last reassessment goes through, valuations will probably be as high in the
suburban fringe surrounding the county borough; and rate poundage there is, of course,,
much higher.
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